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UCLA VS. USC: TODAY AT 5 P.M., THE COLISEUM 


50 YEARS AFTER OJ. SIMPSON’S INCREDIBLE 
RUN, EX-TEAMMATES AREN'T CELEBRATING IT 


Tar, aL 
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USC's O.J. Simpson races past UCLA defender Mark Gustafson during his 64-yard rush to a game-winning touchdown on 
Nov. 18, 1967. The Trojans won the national championship, but Simpson’s breathtaking run is all but ignored. 


“It’s like the big elephant in the room, but I think we all just decided no. No, 
we're not going to talk about O.J. We’re not going to bring up his memory. 
We’re not going to do anything. We all know how good he was, but we 
won’t even mention his name.” 


— Sid Smith, a sophomore offensive tackle on USC’s 1967 team 


Running from 


HISTORY 


By Joey Kaufman 
jkaufman@scng.com @joeyrkaufman on Twitter 


Decades before he sat in a downtown Los 
Angeles courtroom, O.J. Simpson loomed in 
the backfield on a football field 6 miles away, 
his hands resting above grass-stained knee- 
pads. 

Simpson cast an imposing presence, a 
towering 6-foot-2 tailback with a sprinter’s 
smooth stride. As a late fall afternoon in 1967 
waned, he crouched in the backfield, steady- 
ing for another run. 


The Trojans trailed UCLA by six points. 
Ten minutes remained. Needing eight yards 
on third down, quarterback Toby Page called 
an audible and triggered one of the most ex- 
hilarating finishes the city — and quite pos- 
sibly the rest of the country — had ever seen 
from a football star. As Simpson took the 
handoff, he charged left for seven yards, then 
grabbed 57 more, zigzagging across the Col- 
iseum turf with his unique blend of grit and 
grace. More than 90,000 people stood in awe 
and roared when he reached the end zone. 

“Tt was a stunner,” says Steve Bisheff, the 
author of several books on USC football who 
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O.J. Simpson tries on the “bloody gloves” 
during his murder trial in June 1995. 
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Expanded USC-UCLA coverage. SPORTS 1 


then was a reporter for the defunct Santa 
Monica Evening Outlook. “I’ve seen a lot of 
football games, and that’s as big of a clutch 

run as I’ve ever seen.” 
The touchdown on Nov. 18, 1967, propelled 
USC to a 21-20 triumph over UCLA, a chap- 
SIMPSON » PAGE7 


ENCAMPMENT 


Were L000 
hidden bikes 
linked to 
homeless? 


Advocate says no, but that 
county had agenda to say yes 


By Jordan Graham 
jgraham@scng.com 
@JordanSGraham on Twitter 


Homeless advocates say the Orange County 
Sheriff's Department misled the public this 
week about the discovery of 1,000 bicycles as 
a way to justify the county’s recent move to 


push about 200 peo- 
“The Sheriff's ple out of the Foun- 
tain Valley riverbed 
Department homeless encamp- 
has an ment. 
incentive “The SEE De- 
partment has an in- 
to portray centive to portray 
the most the most vulnera- 
vulnerable ble members of our 
community as crim- 
members inals,” homeless ad- 
of our , vocate Mohommed 
community Aly said Friday. “It’s 
as criminals.” difficult for people 
not to lose empathy 
— Mohommed Aly, when law enforce- 


homeless advocate ment is misrepre- 


senting the facts.” 
The allegation came a day after deputies 
reported that county workers have found a 
gun, an intricate bunker and a cache of 1,000 
bikes hidden in a flood control channel at the 
Fountain Valley homeless encampment. Sher- 
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EDUCATION 


Critics: Islam 
workshop for 
teachers turned 
political, biased 


By Roxana Kopetman 
rkopetman@scng.com 
@roxanakopetman on Twitter 


Small groups of teachers recently gathered, 
first in Los Angeles, then in Orange County, 
for workshops on topics such as Arabic music, 
the role of women in Islam and Islamophobia. 

The goal was to teach teachers and give 
them information they could apply in their 
classrooms. Ultimately, the thinking went, all 
students would benefit, particularly Muslim 
students facing bullying and discrimination. 

But the workshops — “Learning about Mus- 
lims and the Arab World” — have come under 
fire by some who say they are an attempt to 
indoctrinate teachers with a one-sided view of 
the Middle East conflict, portraying the state 
of Israel as the villain and Palestinians as the 
victims. 

The two-day workshops were organized 
by the Greater L.A. chapter of the Fellowship 
of Reconciliation, an interfaith organization 
that supports the ‘boycott, divest and sanc- 
tion’ movement against Israel, a movement 
known by the initials BDS that is gaining trac- 
tion on college campuses across the country. 

The Israel Group, a Southern California- 
based organization that works to counter the 
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HIGH SCHOOLS 


Orange County teams 
clash in CIF-SS playoffs 


Mission Viejo’s Akili Arnold, 
right, led the way in a showdown 
against Orange Lutheran in the 
Division 1 quarterfinals. SPORTS 6 


BIG GAME HUNTING 


Decision on elephant 
trophy imports delayed 
Trump to review plan allowing 
importing of tusks and hides 
from endangered African 
elephants. news 3 


REAL ESTATE 


O.C. existing home 
values increase 


a year-over-year basis, to 


The median price locally rose 
4.8 percent in October, on 


$786,000. BUSINESS ON NEWS 14 


WEATHER 


xy 14/53 


Full weather forecast » PAGE B8 
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GIVE ME A CHANCE 
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28,000 Orange County children and their families often don’t know where they will sleep at night. 


You can help open the door to stable housing in our community. Join us in our fight. 


United 
Way / 
Orange County United Way 
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